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The CASE of the 


In Reference to DEBTto TheORPHANS, and Others- 


Y the Cuſtom of LO N DON, confirmed by divers Ads of Parliament , the Lord Mayor and Court of 
Aldermen are Guardians of the ORPHANS of all Freemen of the ſaid City, and have the Care and 
Government of Them, their Eſtates,and Marriages; and have a Cuſtomary Juriſdition .by the Name 
of The Court of Orphans. 


By that Cuſtom the Executors of every the ſaid Citizens are bound , cither to find ſufficient 
Surcties to the Chamberlain for the Orphans Portions, who is a ſole Body Corporate for that purpoſe: 
Or otherwiſe, to pay the ſame into the Chamber of London as a Depoſit , to be kept for them until 
Security be found, or their reſpetive Portions become due; and ſuch Maintenance to be allowed to the 
Orphans, as the Cuſtom direted, by theName of Finding-Mony. 

| In regard the Eſtates of the Citizens were moſtly Perſonal, and liable to be waſted by "Widows and 
Executors, That Court hath been found by the Experience of many Ages, to be a moſt neceſſary and effeAual means to preſerve 
the Eſtates and Children of the Citizens ; and the Protection and Preſeryation of the Perſons, Eſtates and Marriages of many 
Thouſands of Orphans, are owing to the Care of that Ancient Courr. 

The CHAMBER of London (being the Receipt of all the Cities Revenue, and the Treaſury wherecinall the Portions of Orphans 
were to have been dep@lited, as in a Sacred Treaſury) had for many Ages a moſt unqueſtionable Credit , very Great Sums of 
Mony being continually Receiving in, and Paying out: And the Chamber had Sufficient to Anſwer to eyery 0rphas, and all other 
Debts, until about the beginning of the late Troubles berween England and Scotland. 

Bur about the Beginning of thoſe Troubles, divers Debts owing to the City, amounting to near Thirty Thoaſand Pounds, became 
deſperate: And abour the ſame time, the City in compliance with His late Majeſty King Charles the Firſt, having Adyanced to 
him, and Expended for him, about Forty Thouſand Poun”* more, the City became Indebred inthe Year 1638, in 


Seventy Tlouſand Pounds. 


Eyer ſince the ſaid Year, the Chamber. paid Tnteref? for the ſaid Debr,and the then Government of the City very Improvidently 
allowed the Exccutors of the Citizens, to bringinto the Chamber Orphans Portions upon Intereſt, which ouglt to have been only 
depoſed by ſach Execurors as could not, or wonld not give the Chamber Security for them: And by that means a great Caſh 

- was keptin the Chamber, of which no profit was made ; arid out of the ſame, Zutere/t was conſtantly paid fa the ſaid - Devt ; as 
alſo for the ſaid Portions : So that by a true Account, Mony being taken in ar Intereſt to pay Intereſt , the ſid Debt of Sev2nty 
Thouſand Ponnds, in FIFTY AND FOUR TEARS, hathincreaſed to aboye Five times that Sum : And th: Intereſt paid alſo to 
Orphans, contrary to the Cuſtom of the City, hath made up the reſt of rhe preſent Debr. 

The Cities Ancient great Revenues, given by BenefaQtors for the ſuppuct of irs Government, might in ſome maſure have prevented 
the vaſt Encreaſe of its Debt ; If the Troubles of the Kingdom had not happen'd,and the Rebellion of relaxl firſt broke out, and 
afterwards a Civil War here enſued, whereby the City was conſtrained (by the Powers unto which they wereSubjeR) to lay out 
leveral Sums of Mony upon divers Occaſions, asthe prevailing Powers Commanded. Alkwhich, together wth their great Loſſes 
and Diminution of their Revenue by rhe [riſh Rebeiew, Augmented their Debt, and whilſt the City laboured uider the intollerablc 
Burthen of Intereſt for Orphans Portions, Unduly and Improvidently (as is before mentioned) brought upon thim, the dreadful Fire 
of London happen'd , and conſumed moſt part of the Cities Revenue, which conſiſted in Houſes. 

Nevertheleſs the Credit of the Chamber continued, and Payments both of Principal and Intereſt were anſyered until the Quo 
Warranto brought againſt the City, to deſtroy their Being : Which nor only put them to great Chargg,burt ſoruined their Credit, 
that all Payments into the Chamber ceaſed, and the Body Corporate and allits legal Powers (until this preſenthappy Revolution) 
was taken to be utterly deſtroyed : Whereby the Duties of Waterbailage and Tronage, or Kings Beam, and many other ancient 
Duties and Profits belonging to the Corporation, were in a great meaſure loſt , and the Intereſt of a vaſt Delt in the mean time 
continually growing, the City became diſabled to anſwer the ſame. 

Notwithſtanding for the Reaſons aforeſaid, the City hath not received any Orphans Mony into the Chamber ince Chriſtmas 1683; 
yet ſince that time, there has bcen ſuch Care to get in Debts owing to the Ciry, and toimprove their Revenue, Thar they have paid 
roall Poor Orphans (whoſe Portionsin the Chamber of Loudon exceeded not Fifty and Five Pounds)Their WholeDebr, amounting to 


Ten Thouſand Six Hundred Seventy Three Pounds, Two Shillings ana Eight Pence ; 
And have further Paid to the Orphans, and Others, for Intereſt, 


One Hundred Thouſand, Five Hundred and Fifty Pounds. 


_ the Preſent Court of Aldermen (finding it impoſſible for the Government of this City to be ſupportedunder the burthen * 
| of ſo great a Debr)) have thought it their Duty, from time to time,to apply themſelves to the Witlom of the Parliament, for 
oper Remedies to ſuch a Grievance : ln regard. it is the Caſe of the Capital City of the Kingdom, in whoſe Sapport and Welfare 
els Nation is much concerned ; And this Court of Aldermen humbly hope, that ic will be rightly underſtood, thar the 
t has not been incurred, nor augmented by their Default, egligence, or Expence ; They ſerving (the Cityſreely at their own 
Coſt, withour Eating or Drinking at the Cities Charge, as has been untruly ſuggeſted. 

And they have been and are unceſſant in their Cares and Endeavours , to make the utmoſt Improvement'of all that belongs 

to the City , only for the Benefit of the OrpBavs : And are now humble Solicitors ro the Parliament, not for any Intereſt or Be- 
- nefit of their own; but for the Relicf of the Diſtreſſed, and the Quiet and Support of the Government. 

And they ſhall humbly crave leave to ſhew unto the Parliament (if they may be admited hereunto) whereia they conceive this 
City to. be wronged and deprived of divers Ancient Rights and Cuſtoms belonging to it : Which beizg Reſtgged and Eſtabliſhed 
by Act of Parliament, will greatly help rowards the Payment of the ſaid Debr, or of a reaſonable perpetual { for the ſame, 
as the Wiſdom of the Parliament ſhall think moſt convenienr. 


Printed by SAMUEL R 0XCROFT, Prititer to the Honourable City of LIN DON, 1692. 
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